MARCH 12, 2014


	A special meeting of the Hope Township Committee convened at 4:30 P.M. at the Hope Township Municipal Building with the following members present:  Mayor Timothy McDonough, Deputy Mayor George Beatty, and Committeeman John Koonz.  Also present were:  Mary Pat Quinn, Municipal Clerk; Michael Selvaggi, Esq., Township Attorney; Craig Dana, Esq., Municipal Court Judge; Christine Rabtzow, Municipal Court Administrator; and Kathryn Eger, Deputy Municipal Court Administrator.

	Under the provisions of the “Open Public Meetings Act”, adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by publishing notice in The Express Times and by posting notices in the Hope Post Office and on the Township bulletin boards all on March 3, 2014.

	A “Rice Notice” dated February 27, 2014 was sent to Ms. Rabtzow.  Pursuant to the instructions in the letter, she provided written notice to the Clerk’s office on March 12, 2014 requesting that the matter be discussed in an open meeting.  An executive session was not held.

	McDonough began the discussion by referring to a letter dated December 13, 2013 from Yolanda Ciccone, the Assignment Judge of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Vicinage 13.  The first bullet point concerning the issuing of warrants and setting bail on low-level traffic violations was discussed.  Dana advised that he directed Rabtzow and her staff to issue the warrants; however, they have discontinued the practice pursuant to Judge Ciccone’s directive.

	A discussion ensued regarding the role of the Superior Court/Vicinage 13 in relation to the Municipal Court of North Warren at Hope (MCNW).  McDonough recently met with Presiding Judge William Kelleher, Jr.; Joseph Bolles, Municipal Division Manager; and Marlene Sullivan, CMCA, Administrative Specialist 4.  McDonough stated that the Township and the Court work with and for the Superior Court; however, after his meeting with their representatives, it appeared that they did not have that perception of the Municipal Court of North Warren.  Koonz added that the Township is in a difficult spot.  He emphasized that the Court needs to follow the direction of the Superior Court staff.  He likened the relationship to that of the Township with the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs.  The DCA sets the policy and procedures, and municipalities must follow those.

	McDonough advised that the Superior Court does want to help.  They will be looking at other municipal court practices; the Municipal Court of North Warren is not being singled out.  He emphasized to Dana, Rabtzow and Eger that the purpose of this meeting was not to criticize the work that the court is doing, rather to work on improving the relationship between MCNW and the Superior Court.

	Rabtzow questioned why she received the “Rice Notice”.  Selvaggi referred to the October, 2013 seminar that she attended where it was reported that she was in the back of the room knitting and belligerent.  The Township Committee confirmed that her peers provided this feedback on the program evaluation forms.  Selvaggi explained that since these subjects relate to her position, the Township Committee needed to provide her with notice prior to discussing the matters at all.  He added that the issue at hand is an attitudinal problem and lack of cooperation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	McDonough indicated that the Superior Court can help if attitudes change.  Koonz referred to the issue about the budget line item for the Court Treasurer.  The Township Committee is working the issue out with the assistance and guidance of the Superior Court.

	Moving forward, Selvaggi suggested to Rabtzow that if she has a problem with the Superior Court office, she should discuss it with Dana so that he can resolve any issues.  Beatty is the Township Committee liaison to the Court, so he will follow up with the staff as needed.

	McDonough will advise Judge Ciccone that this meeting was held; Selvaggi suggested that a copy of these minutes be forwarded to her with his letter.   

	The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 on a motion made by Koonz, seconded by Beatty.  The motion was carried.

						Respectfully submitted:



						Mary Pat Quinn
						Municipal Clerk

